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CASE STUDY 2 (UPDATE)  AUGUST 2016

DEALING IN DOUBLE 
STANDARDS
HOW ARMS SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA ARE CAUSING 
HUMAN SUFFERING IN YEMEN 

UPDATE TO ATT MONITOR CASE STUDY,

In February 2016 the ATT Monitor published a case study on 
arms transfers to Saudi Arabia in the context of the conflict in 
Yemen. 

The report found that nine States Parties to the ATT had either 
issued licenses or carried out arms exports to Saudi Arabia in 
2015: France, Germany, Italy, Montenegro, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK. Two Signatories, 
Turkey and the US, had also carried out sales of weapons and 
ammunition. At the time, these sales and licenses totalled 
more than US$25 billion.1

Since then, States have made more information available on 
their arms transfers to Saudi Arabia. Several governments 
have indicated that they have tightened their export policies 
in light of the crisis in Yemen. The Netherlands has instituted 
a presumption of denial against transfers to Saudi Arabia, 
making it one of the countries closest to implementing the 
European Parliament resolution of 25 February calling for 
an arms embargo on transfers to Saudi Arabia.2 In April 2016 
the Spanish Congress passed a motion calling on the acting 
government to deny and revoke licenses to all parties to the 
conflict in Yemen.3 Switzerland has stated that it has blocked 

all export applications to parties involved in the Yemen 
conflict, and that only pre-approved transfers for air defence 
systems have been made.4 Sweden has not authorised 
any new licenses to Saudi Arabia since March 2015, and 
has denied three export applications.5 Export authorities in 
Flanders (one of four arms-exporting regions in Belgium) are 
not believed to have issued any licenses, and denied two 
applications from Saudi Arabia in 2015.6

The most notable exceptions to this trend include France, 
the UK and US. France’s newly released national report 
reveals that it authorized 219 licenses to Saudi Arabia in 2015 
worth US$18 billion. The UK authorized 165 standard military 
licenses during the year, totalling US$4 billion, while the US 
authorized licenses worth US$5.9 billion to Saudi Arabia in 
2015.

Below is a table summarising the new information that has 
been made available by States since February 2016 on 
authorised licenses and actual transfers to Saudi Arabia that 
took place in 2015.7 In total, 19 States Parties and three 
Signatories have either agreed or delivered arms transfers 
to Saudi Arabia.8  

TABLE 1. STATES PARTIES
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TABLE 2. SIGNATORIES

This evidence raises serious concerns that some 
ATT States Parties and Signatories are adopting a 
‘business as usual’ attitude regarding transfers to 
Saudi Arabia. Several States Parties appear to be in 
direct violation of legally binding Treaty obligations 
(particularly Article 6: Prohibitions, and Article 7: 

Export and Export Assessment) by continuing to 
supply arms to Saudi Arabia where there is a clear 
risk that they will be used in breach of international 
law in Yemen. States Parties must comply with their 
legal obligations and live up to the Treaty’s objective 
of reducing human suffering. 

CONCLUSION
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